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COUNTRY  USSR/Austria (Soviet Zone) DATE DISTR. 13 April 1954
SUBJECT Soviet Army Manuals on Atomic NO. OF PAGES L

Warfare Defense

DATE OF INFORMATION A 50X1 REFERENCES :

PLACE ACQUIRED

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE

50X1

50X1

1. \
TﬁEﬁ@ri@E4E4F6IT‘Eaiilcxuug——cn—zne—ugeni°f the 287th Rifle Regiment
50Xx1 held at the officers’ . : a for discussion was the
organization of winter training which was scheduled to start on
1 December 1953, At this meeting the regimental CO, Col. CHERNYSHEVICH,
. said that the regiment had received manuals on atomic warfare and
advised us very strongly to become familiarwith these manuals; this
was recommended to be done as soon as possible 80 we would be s&ble to
conduct atomié defense training of EM during the coming winter train-
ing period. The CO briefly explained that atomlic warfare had revolu-
tionized military doctrines, and that 1t was therefore extremely 1lm-
50X1 portant for| Soviet officers, to underetand correctly the
special characteristics of atomic warfare. Not omitting an opportun-
1ty to insert propaganda in his talk, the CO said there was no doubt
50X1 that the US was feverishly preparing for atomlc warfare and that the
US would use atomic weapons in the next war against the USSR.

2, LF |six different atomic warfare manuals
Nastavlieniya) had been received at the 287th- Rifle Regiment 1n Novem-
ber 1953; they had been published by the Ministry of Defense, Depart-
ment of Combat Readiness (Boyevoy Podgotovki) in Moscow, | | do not -50X1
remember whether these manuals were slgned by Defense Minister Marshal
50X1 BULGANIN or by one of his first deputies (Marshal VASILEVSKIY or
Marshal ZHUKOV).

3. [7 Tfhrough which channels the atomlc warfare manuals were
issued) - like all other secret
and top se¢ret manuals, they came Irom Moscow to the Central Group
of Forces (TsGV) Headquarters and from there were sent through normal ‘
channels; that is, they were forwarded to the regiments through army
and divisional headquarters. '
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L, the exact date that the atomle warfare manus 2 arrived
e re nt. However, since at the end of November and beginning 50X1

of December 1953 strong pressure was exerted over the officers to
famlliarize themselves with the contents of these manuals and to be
prepared for the winter training periocd with EM, 44J
50X1 that they arrived at the regiment late in November -
5. Five of these manuals were classified top secret; the sixth bore the
- glassification of secret. there were six atomlc warfare
50X1 manualsf‘/‘”/‘*“*"*’\beeause‘fﬁéikiéie marked by consecutive numbers
1 - 6 for the purpose of registration in the Regimental Secret Docu-
ments Section ?Sekretnaya chast'). No 6 was Sg;ﬁpants and Soldiers
50X1  ptomie Defense Handbook /Bee below/. This was the only atomlc warfare

50X1 manual that was classified secret and issued to each company of the

regiment. |the remaining five manuals
¢ , aecret:] ree of them which were top secret. On one

S0x1 Kﬁﬁ‘ﬁ'f]tactical doctrines in connection with
sox| atomle warfare,|  \chief of the Secret Documents Section

wheth ' ic warfare mamual dealing with tac-

TR
] senior officers.
6.

50X1 - !

a. The Armed Forces Atomic Warfare Defense Manual (Nastavlenlye o

Erotlvatomnox Zeshchite voysk) which was a booklet approx tely
. X cm,, one centimeter Thick, bound in a light brown card-
board cover. .

b. The Atomic Warfare Fortification Manual (Nastawleniye o
Tnehenernom oborudovanii v usloviyakh p imenenIxa_a%ommoEov ’
orquIzai. T do not remember e slze or 'color of ‘this book. =

e¢. The Atomic Warfare Medical Treatment and Deactivation Manual soxi
astavleniye o dezaktivatsil 1 sanitarnoy obrabotke VOySKk Ot
r&dloaktivh veshchestv) . This,~ T
Wes the manual which was usually relerreu O 1R UAE TFeglment
as Manual No. 3. It was 15 x 20 cm., 1% cm. thick, bound in a
light blue paper cover.’ o : . ' :
.T. The above three manuals had a printed stamp -"Top Secret" (Sovershenno
sekretno) in the upper right corner and the title of the book in the ’
50X4 middle of the cover, The three described above plus. the two more top
secret atomic warfare manuals [ — —=="they could
not be issued to company grade officers, were kept in the safe of 28%]

the Regimental Secret Documents Section. (The Chief of the Regimental
Seeret Documente Section was M/Sgt. (Starshina) PONOMAREV, and there
was one clerk on duty who was a private). -
both of the two remaining top sécret manuals) ere-avagilable
only to senlor officers, namely, the regimental commanaer, hils chief
of staff, and officers of equivalent position. The first three top
‘secret manuals however, could be issued to company grade offilcers,

50X1 but not taken out of the Secret Documents Section. Studying of ‘these
three manuals had to be done in the Secret Documents room;  No notes
of any kind could be taken while studying these three manuals,

8. T T
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‘9, Then dgain, on another occasion at the beginning of December 1953,
s0x1 the regimental medical officer gave a lecture for the officers on
atomié warfare. On this occasion he gave us some information which
had not been in any of thé three top secret of the one secret
c fare manuals | | In this .connec-

tion, e mentloned the verm catalyst
(katalizator); | - | elther an element or a sub-
- stance used as a component of an atomic bomb for the purpose of speed-’ R

ing up the decomposition (raspadeniye) of atoms to cause the explosion.

10. The sixth atomic warfare defense manual, classified secret, had the
title Sergeants and Soldiers Atomic Defense Handbook (Pamyatka soldatu '
i SerzEEnﬁu o zashchite of atommogo oruzhiya). Thls was a bookle
X 20 cm., in 8iZe, with 28 or 29 pages, bound in a blue paper cover.
This manual was kept in the company CO's strong box which was guarded
50x1 24 hours a day by the CQ. It could be taken for study purposes by
: officers and NCO's upon giving & signed receipt.

1l1. the dates of publication of the atomle warfare manuals,
‘what desigrations the manuals had, such as number or
rv vitle., *Agjiggﬁgqﬁhere'were gome numbers on the covers
-1n the upper Tignt corner. | the Sergeants and Soldlers Atomic
50x1 Defense Handbook had the inserip "EgZ e abbreviation for ncopy”
50x1. ZEgzemplyag/) in the upper right cormer and .also a number, 50X1
12, there were several copies of each top secret atomic war-
: in the Regimental Secret Documents Section, 50X1

nggg;al;ggg;cers studying the SEme MENUELS
inaepenaently. \ |more than three or at the most
four copies of a manual being used &t the same time, |
belleve that the top secret manuals, or at least thos
Junior officers, were issued to the regiment in three or four copies.
The Sergeants and Soldiers Atomic Defense Handbook was 1ssued to each
company-size unit of the regiment; this meant there were at least 24
s0x1 ©oples, since there were 24 company-size units in my regiment. 50X1

13, r;:;;;:;;ldiscussion by senior officers concerning the manuals
wnich we ilable to company grade officers, fgg/gﬂL;;ﬁ
conditions existed in this respect in other regiments, put in the 267%
Rifle Regiment menior officers kept away from Jjunior officers and did
not mix except on officlal business, | \

' senior officers had their own officers'

‘50)(1 C88. 50x1 ‘ 50X1 50X1

14, For registry purposes, the atomic warfare manuals in the 287th Rifle
Regiment were numbered 1 - 6 and were referred to as Instruction '
(Posobiye) 1, 2, 3, etec. ~ |believe that the numbers were part
of the offielal titles o manuals; but rather were. 50X1
glven in the Secret Documents Section solely for convenience ol
handling. 50X1 50X1

15. | |if the atomic¢ warfare manuals were to remain in the regl-
‘ment, or 1 they were to be returned to a higher headquarters after a
certain period of time. | the usual procedure was that
all manuals allocated to the regiment became regimental property; pro-
bably that was also the case with the atomic warfare manuals.

L6, Almost all of these six manuals had the same introduction giving a
definition of the atom, the concept of an atomlic explosion and its
use for war purposes, types and characteristics of atomle weapons and
such basic information.
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17.

18.

o

‘manuals on tactics; new equipment, etc., whlch were &av

SECRET soxt L

there werée no manuals on modsra warfare
other than on atomic warfare. 50X1

e ey
study during the winter training period 1953-1954,

There was little or no discussion among officers on the material in '
the atomic warfare manuals, and any serious opinions 50X1
givén by individual officers om [+ . The general attlitude

. of the officers towards the atomic warfare manuals and defense against

19-

20.

21,

22, |

50X1

23,

50X1

atomic weapons could be described as "disinterested". Very often

. remarks were made, the general meaning of which could be briefly summar-

ized as: "What's the use of study. There's no defense against atomilc
weapons anyway!l"  50X1 50X1

) |the term "atomic energy" appeared in the atomic
warrare manuals; only atomic weapons were mentioned.[;4ﬁ441441n94ueep44J
whether the manuals mentioned or discussed atomlc targets 1n

rear. 50X1

] " | the manuals did not contain specifications
‘on the level of command which would be responsible for the use of

. atomic weapons. 50X1

| any statement indicating that atomic weapons would
pe assigned to or employ%gxry special units only.

lindicating that there were atomic warfare manuals
written ror any 1 branch of the Soviet army. The manuals seemed
to have been written as standard manuals for all Soviet armed forces. 5ox1_

——

/ | the manuals contained military instructions or

ng use of atomic weapons,|

mention of atomic artillery. - positl - 50X1
ment contalned in the manuals 1ouvINg TNET avomic weapons would

definitely be used in the event of war. However, fthe sonclusion that
atomic weapons would be used would have been made by anyone reading

the manuals. Furthermore, the idea that the US would use atomlc

weapons in & future war against the USSR was one of the main official
propaganda toplcs in the Soviet army. However, no statement was ever

mede that the USSR would wage an atomic war, although there was no

doubt that 1t would do so in retaliatlom. one lecture 50X1
given to regimental officers by the CG of le Division in
November or December 1953 in which he mentioned that the Soviet armed
forces have a large fleet of bombers at their disposal, capable of
delivering atomic bombs from the USSR to- any city in the US without
refueling en route, and that they @lso had atomic gulded misslles of
gegractically unlimited range of action able to reach an altitude of

‘ _m: !

Further descriptions of the individual atomic warfare manuals and of
ato?ie defense training conducted in the Soviet Army will be published
as follows: )

a, Soviet Armed Forces Atomic Warfare Defénse Manual:
b, Soviet Atomic Warfare Fortification Manuals

¢. Soviet Atomie Warfare Medical Treatment and Deactivati Ls

d. Sergeants and Soldiers Atomic Defense Handbook (Soviet

e. Soviet Army Atomic Defense Tralning:
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